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SUBJECT: IRANIAN COMPLAINT OVER TERMINOLOGY OF PERSIAN 

GULF 

1 . EARLIER THIS MONTH, THE IRANIAN AMBASSADOR WROTE TO 
THE SECRETARY TO PROTEST A REFERENCE IN A PUBLICATION BY AN 
AGENCY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO THE BODY OF WATER 
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WHICH WE REFER TO AS THE PERSIAN GULF. UPON EXAMINATION. 
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IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE DOD AGENCY HAD REFERRED IN ITS 
PUBLICATION TO THE "ARABIAN GULF". 

2. THE OFFICIAL US POSITION, AS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD 
ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES, IS THAT "PERSIAN GULF” IS THE 
CONVENTIONAL AND PROPER TERMINOLOGY FOR THE BODY OF WATER 
IN QUESTION. THIS IS THE ONLY TERM WHICH IS OFFICIALLY 
RECOGNIZED AND AUTHORIZED BY THE US GOVERNMENT. WE ARE 
AWARE THAT, ON OCCASION, SOME US OFFICIALS MAY REFER 
INFORMALLY TO THE BODY SIMPLY AS "THE GULF". PARTICULARLY 

IN ORAL USAGE. BUT THERE IS NO NEED OR JUSTIFICATION FOR 
OUR OFFICIALS TO CALL IT THE "ARABIAN GULF" OR "ARAB GULF". 

3. ACTING SECRETARY SISCO RESPONDED TO THE IRANIAN 
AMBASSADOR ON JANUARY 23, STATING THAT THE IMPROPER 

REFERENCE IN THE PUBLICATION CITED BY THE AMBASSADOR WOULD 
BE CORRECTED, AND THAT OUR OFFICIALS WOULD BE REMINDED 
OF THE PROPER TERMINOLOGY. KISSINGER 
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